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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

March  6lIi,  1850. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


PF   THE 

I 


SELECT   ,C0M1\IITTEE 


TO 


EXAMINE  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 


STATE  TOBACCO  WAREHOUSES  AND  WHARVES. 


REPORT. 


The  select  committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Delegates 
charged  with  the  examination  into  the  present  condition  of  the 
State  tobacco  warehouses  and  also  the  iSlate  wharves,  in  ilie  city 
of  Baltimore,  make  the  following  report  to  tlie  hoiue,  that  they 
have  performed  the  duly  assigned  them  and  take  gicat  pleasure 
in  slating  that  they  found  the  several  tobacco  warehouses  in  good 
condition  except  some  slight  repairs  necessary  to  be  made  at  num- 
ber two  and  number  three,  the  inspeclois  at  each  house  were  po- 
lite, frank  and  prompt  in  answeiing  ihe  various  inlerrogalories  ]no- 
pounded  and  their  answers  satisfactory  to  youi  committee  Your 
coiimiitiee  is  of  opinion  that  much  expense  to  the  Slate  might  be 
Fnved  by  the  use  of  a  somewhat  smaller  nail  in  ihe  cooper- 
age of  the  hogsheads,  as  the  article  of  nails  form  a  large  item  of 
the  cost  at  said  warehouses, 

By  an  examination  of  the  Treasurer's  report  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  expenses  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  forly-eiglit  and 
foity-nine,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  forly-foui  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  seven  dollars  and  thiily-five  ccnis,  embracing  the 
commissions  and  other  deductions  consequent  upon  said  inspec- 
tions, including  repairs  of  houses,  and  alihoiigh  the  amour't  is 
large  your  committee  is  clearly  of  opinion  from  all  that  they  could 
discover  that  iheie  has  been  a  due  regard  on  ihe  part  of  the  pre- 
82nt  inspectors  to  economy,  when  compared  with  the  immense 
amount  of  labor  necessarily  employed  in  the  stoiing,  inspecting 
and.  shipping  seventy-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-six 
hogsheads  of  tobacco,  much  of  which  has  been  handled  two  or 
three  times  in  storing  or  otherwise.  The  State  being  unprovided 
with  sufficient  room  for  the  nuniber  of  hogsheads  of  tobacco  ow- 
ing to  the  great  quantity  arriving  in  market  the  inspectors  have 
heen  obliged  to  procure  rooms  for  storage  elsewhere  for  tobacco  for 
which  there  was  no  room  in  the  State's  warehouses,  and  thereby 
an  expense  for  storage  and  drayagc  for  two  years  was  incurred  at 
warehouse  number  one,  of  thiee  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty 
three  dollais  and  fifty-nine  cents;  at  warehouse  number  three,  for 
the  two  years,  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and 
seventy  cents,  and  leaving  a  balance  due  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  sixty  cents  yet  unpaid,  and  at  ware- 
house number  four,  for  two  years,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and  forty-six  cents  has  been  incurred, 
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The  stock  of  (obacco  p.ow  on  band  however  compared  with  that  on 
hand  at  the  time  the  present  inspectors  came  into  office  is  compa- 
ratively small,  the  shipment  having  been  very  large  within  the  past 
two  years — that  your  commiitee  indulge  the  confident  hope  and 
belief,  and  indeed  they  have  little  doubt  of  the  fact  the  stock  on 
hand  is  at  present  so  far  reduced  that  a  ver}'  considerable  saving 
will  be  manifest  to  the  State  in  the  way  of  insurance,  storage 
and  drayage,  and  with  strict  economy  on  the  part  of  the  inspec- 
tors employed,  the  Stale  will  derive  a  vastly  increased  annual  re- 
venue from  the  inspections. 

Therefore,  from  all  the  evidence  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
ji-our  committee,  and  the  fact  ihat  owing  to  the  very  low  prices  of 
tobacco,  prior  to  the  year  eigbreen  Inuidred  and  foriy-eight,  an 
immense  number  of  hogsheads  of  tobacco  having  accumulated 
and  stored,  which  slock  is  now  nearly  exhausted,  that  althougli 
the  amount  paid  for  storage  has  been  great,  they  deem  it  iinadvi- 
sabie  to  put  more  than  (he  present  number  of  warehouses  under 
commission.  Ware'iouse  number  tlnee  is  of  small  dimen- 
sion?, rnd  will  not  contain  perhaps  more  than  two  (housand  live 
himdred  liogsheads,  and  lias  necessarily  incurred  (he  largest  ex- 
pense Ity  \yay  of  storage;  your  committee  would,  but  from  the 
fact  that  they  believe  there  would  be  endless  confusion  arising  by 
storing  (obacco  inspected  at  different  warehouses  under  (he  same 
roof  as  all  the  houses  have  the  same  running  numbers  placed  upon 
the  tobacco  hogsheads  inspected  at  the  different  houses,  recom- 
uier.d  (liat  a  part  of  vrarehouse  number  five  be  set  apart  for  (Ije 
storage  of  tobacco  from  nun}ber  (hree;  but,  from  the  above  facts, 
tliey "believe  it  would  give  rise  to  great  trouble,  confusion  and 
d^lay.  The  slock  oi  hand  on  (he  first  day  of  January,  1850, 
amounted  to  about  nineteen  (housand  hogsheads,  the  shipments 
appear  to  be  steadih'^  going  on  since  that  time,  the  stock  on  hand 
is  comparatively  small;  your  committee  therefore  indulge  the  be- 
lief that  the  present  houses  will  be  all  sufficient  under  Oidinary 
circumstances,  to  house  and  secure  all  that  may  from  time  to  time 
arrive  in  maiket. 

Incidendv  connected  with  the  subject  of  t'je  warehouse?  is  the 
condition  of  (he  State  wharves,  which  upon  a  strict  examination 
your  committee  found  to  be  in  a  very  dilapidated  stale,  man}'  of 
the  piincip:d  timbers  almost  entirely  decayed,  and  but  for  the 
slight  repairs  that  has  been  done  by  the  order  of  the  State  whai- 
fino-er  must  have  ere  this  have  fallen  into  the  basin;  your  commit- 
tee would,  therefore,  recommend  an  appropriation  sufficient  to 
place  new  timbers  in  (he  entire  front  of  (he  v.harf  at  warehouse 
numbers  one  and  two.  Other  portions  of  the  Stale  wharves  your 
commitlee  have  found  to  be  in  good  condition,  your  committee  is 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  an  increased  revenue  would  be  derived 
to  the  State  from  this  source  ei'Jier  by  renting  the  same  out  to  the 
highest  bidder,  or  by 'placing  them  on  the  same  footing  with 
wiiarves  belonging  lo  the  city  of  Baltimore— to  collect  (he  same 
wharfage.     Agreeably  to  the  ordinances  of  the  city  of  Baltitnore, 
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passed  in  the  year  eighteen  huntlrod  and  forty,  they  reduced  the 
tonage  duties  and  placed  a  certain  rale  of  taxes  upon  goods,  wnres 
and  merchandise  hnided  upon  said  wharves  the  Slate  whai fin- 
gers continued  tu  collect  only  the  lonjigc  duties,  and  by  reference 
to  the  laws  upon  this  subject  it  will  be  found  that  the  liCgislalure 
passed  a  law  in  1S41,  prohibitinj  the  ordinances  of  1839  and 
1840,  from  applying  to  the  Slate  wharves.  The  consequence  i?, 
the  levenue  of  the  State  is  much  less  than  th.'»t  cliaiged  and  col- 
lected by  the  city,  and  considerable  ]e.?s  to  the  State  from  this 
source,  and  much  inconvenience  and  trouble  to  the  wharfinger, 
and  to  vessels  en.^aged  in  the  tobacco  trade  from  other  vessels  re- 
sorting to  the  public  wharves  to  land  or  take  in  freight  at  much 
leis  expense  than  they  would  be  liable  to,  were  they  to  resort  to 
the  city  wharves  for  that  purpose,  under  these  circumstances,  your 
committee  recommend  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1841,  and  thereby, 
placing  the  State's  wharves  on  the  same  footing  with  those  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore, — both  as  to  the  collection  of  tonage  duties,  and 
the  rates  of  taxes  laid  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  as  re- 
gulated by  the  ordinances  of  1839  and  1840,  at  the  same  time  re- 
serving to  the  boats  engaged  in  the  Tobacco  trade,  all  the  privi- 
leges, they  now  enjoy,  by  virtue  of  the  various  enactments  now  in 
force.  Your  committee,  think  it  advisable,  and  w^ould  recommend 
that  a  certain  portion  of  the  public  wharves,  adjacent  to  the  To- 
bacco inspection  housci  should  be  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the 
Tobacco  boats,  when  they  come  in  port,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  vessels  difierently  laden,  that  is  to  say,  tA'o  hundred  feet  in 
front  of  each  inspection  house,  and  that  such  portion  of  said 
wharves  so  set  apart  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  in- 
spectors in  order  that  due  facilities  may  be  given  to  the  landing  of 
tobacco  designed  for  inspection  at  said  housesj  and  they  also  re- 
commend with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  landing  of  tobacco  and  the 
increase  of  the  revenue  from  said  wharves  that,  whenever  an  in- 
spector shall  furnish  a  birth  for  a  tobacco  boat  that  the  master  of 
said  boat  shall  loose  no  time  in  landing  his  cargo,  nor  should  he 
land  any  portion  thereof^  and  then  go  elsewhere  to  land  other 
freight,  and  afterw^ards  return  to  the  same  birth  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  vessels,  but  in  all  cases  he  should  be  obliged  to  land  the 
whole  of  his  tobacco  cargo  before  leaving  said  wharf  or  loose  his 
right  to  the  same  birth  to  the  exclusion  of  other  boats.  In  view 
of  the  foregoing  facts  connected  with  the  pubhc  wharves  and  to- 
bacco warehouses';  your  committee  would  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  bill  in  reference  to  the  same. 
All  which  is  respectfullv  submitted, 

SAMUEL  WORTHINGTON,  Chairman, 
Select  Committee,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of 
the  State  Tobacco  Warehousee. 
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